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New Mexico has endured exceptional 

drought for the past 4 years. 
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Storrie Lake 2012 



Santa Rosa Lake 2011 



Santa Rosa Lake in 2012 



Brantley Reservoir near Carlsbad  
File Photo 
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Brantley Reservoir near Carlsbad NM 2013 



New Mexico received a years worth of 

rain in one week in both September 2013 

and in September 2014 



Rio Grande at Tingley Beach 

September 13, 2013 



Rio Puerco near Bernardo, 

September 15, 2013 



San Acacia Diversion 

September 18, 2013 



2013 Rain Impacts to 

the Pecos River Basin  

 
 

Over 100,000 acre-feet of project 

supply  

 

NM Interstate Stream Commission 

stopped pumping from 7 Rivers Well 

Field 

 

 

Santa Rosa: 103,765 acre feet  

Fort Sumner: 37,575 acre feet  

Brantley reservoir: 43,862 acre feet  

Avalon reservoir: 4,466 acre feet  



2013 Rain Impacts to Lower Rio Grande 

 
 

Elephant Butte Reservoir gained 72,000 acre-feet  

Reservoir rose 12.5 feet and now has a surface area of about 10 square miles  

 

Storage doubled from 4% of capacity to 8%  

 

Caballo Reservoir gained 28,000 acre-feet  

Reservoir rose 11.5 feet 

 

In addition, 25,000 stored in Cochiti Reservoir during the rains will be 

delivered to Elephant Butte Reservoir by the end of the year.  
 
 



2014 Rain 

Impacts to the 

Pecos River 

Basin 
 

190,754 acre-feet of project 

supply 

 

Brantley Reservoir is today at a 

record high storage level of 

77,000 acre-feet 

 

Santa Rosa is the only Pecos 

Reservoir with space available 

 

Since September 18th, over 

125,000 acre feet has been 

delivered to Texas 



Current Drought Status 



Improvement from last year 

June 2013 

Sept 2014 



Three Month 

Precipitation 

Outlook is 

Above Normal 





4 years of extreme variation  

in New Mexico’s water supply  

have exacerbated complex water issues 

statewide 



Issues include: 

• Expanding water demands 

• Competition for water resources 

• Watershed health, increased fire hazard and flood risk 

• Ecosystem health, environmental mandates 

• Increased consumptive use, administrative constraints 

• Outside threats to NM jurisdiction and authority 

• Infrastructure investment needs and limited resources 

• Drought and flood resiliency 

• Interstate delivery obligations and compact credits 

• Economic impact and job creation 



These ongoing water supply extremes have 

driven several of  

New Mexico’s water priorities 



Priority:  State and Regional Water Planning 



Priority:   

Water Rights 

Adjudications 

 
Resource Allocations:   

Annual Rule 71.3 

Report 

  

Indian Water Right 

settlements 



Priority: Capital investment  

for water projects 



Priority: Managing  

Environmental Mandates  

for Water Users 



Priority:  Arizona Water Settlements Act 



Priority:  Active Water Resource Management 



These 6 priorities create water certainty for:  

Citizens,  

Economy,  

Environment,  

and our way of life 



But one remaining priority to ensure 

long term success does NOT have its 

origin in water supply extremes… 



Priority:  Defending New Mexico’s  

jurisdiction over water 
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